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COPY of Correspondence between the Local Government Board 
(Ireland) and the Members or Ex Members of the Moycullen 
Dispensary Committee, with regard to a Sworn Investigation 
promised by the Local Government Board. 



— No. I. — 

Letter from Patrick Barrett to the Local Government Board. --(Received 
2nd October 187 6.) 



The Case of Patrick Barrett of Ballynahalia. 



On the 7th day of September 1876 my wife was dangerously ill in child labour, 
and Thomas Conneely and myself went for the dispensary doctor ; I knocked at 
his door, as I saw light in his room ; his housekeeper opened the door ; I asked if 
the doctor was in. The servant went up to his rooms, and on coming down she 
told me he was gone out; she supposed he went to see his brother home by the 
10 o’clock car from Moycullen. We walked up pretty fast to Moycullen, and as 
we were passing John Turner’s public-house we observed the doctor standing 
alone by the wall ; we passed him by and moved on towards John Geraghty’s ; on 
turning round the doctor was moving towards home. 

We followed him, and I asked him to come with me, as my wife was very ill 
in child labour; he asked me had I a ticket; I said No, but if he would come I 
would procure him one; he then asked me had I 1 l. to give him as his fee ; I said 
No, nor a Is . ; he then said, “ Go to the devil, or to the poor-house.” I said l 
would not go to the poor-house at any rate. 

I then told Conneely to stand until I would ask him, “ If I would go for the 
ticket would he be able to walk with me and attend, or would I have to go to 
Galway for a doctor in his stead ? ” he gave me no answer; I then moved off 
from him. He then told Conneely to call me for one second, and he did so ; I 
then thought he was about coming with us ; I came as far as where he stood^ 
when he turned round from me, and * 

* * * * 



I got so excited at the position he put himself into as to almost lose control of 
my temper ; I was about to strike him whilst in that position with my stick and 
fists, but on second thought I said I would follow the law upon him. # 

I then told Conneely to come along with me to the relieving officers house; 
we walked very fast, and on coming to the house we knocked at the do or, 
and Mr, Griffin got out of bed and asked us what we wanted ; Conneely said 
that Barrett’s wife, meaning me, was very ill, and that he wanted a ticket, as t le 
doctor had refused to go to see her without one. He gave us the ticket at once, 
and upon our leaving ihe house Conneely asked the hour of the night ; Martin 
Griffin said it was twenty minutes past one in the morning. 

VV e then came back again to the doctor’s house and knocked at the ba<-k door ; 
the keeper opened the door ; I then handed her the ticket and told her to go up at 
once and to give it to the doctor, and to see if he was able to come with me ; but, 
I added, “ He is not able to come with me ; he is drunk and is not able to come 
She did not wait to dress herself fully ; she hurried up stairs with the ticket to 
him, and she came back to say he would follow me down instantly. 

Conneely and myself came home, and the doctor did not come until the folio 
ing morning. The people who were attending my wife said they thought it was 
after eight o’clock in the day ; he looked at her and then left the house 

On going out of the house 1 said to him, “ Doctor, are you bettei after the 
night r” he replied, “ I was not sick at all.” 1 then asked him, Doctor, aiejou 
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sober after the night?'’ to which he made no reply. I then said, “You are in my 
hands yet, Doctor, and I v\ ill not part with you as easy as you think ; my day is 

C °?then sent for the priest, who was at the chapel at the time ; and, secondly, I 
sent for the doctor; my messenger found him with his back against the wall of 
the constabulary barrack at Moycullen. On coming the priest asked him, did he 

consider the infant was alive, and he said it was. 

Through his assistance she was shortly after delivered of a still-born child, a 
fact I attribute to the doctor’s neglect from drunkenness and other causes of his. 

I most humbly, and with the greatest respect, call for a sworn investigation at 

the earliest possible convenience. . 

(signed) Patrick Barrett. 



— No. 2. — 

Letter from the Local G overnment Board to Patrick Barrett. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
g^ r 6 (October 1876. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2nd instant, preferring a complaint against Dr. Connolly, medical 
officer of the Moycullen Dispensary District of Galway Union ; and the Board 
desire to inform you that they are in communication with Dr. Connolly on the 

SU ^ By Order of the Board, 

Mr. Patrick Barrett, Ballynahalia, (signed) B. Banks, 

Galway. Secretary. 



— No. 3.— 

Letter from the Local Government Board to Dr. Connolly, Medical Officer of 
Moycullen Dispensary District. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
g; r> 6 October 1876. 

The Local Governnent board for Ireland have directed to be transmitted to 
vnu herewith a copy of a letter which they have received from a man named 
Patrick Barrett, preferring a complaint of neglect of duty against you as medical 
officer of the Moycullen Dispensary District of Galway Union ; and the Board 
request that they may be furnished with any explanation you may have to make 
on the subject. 

By Order of the Board. 

Dr. Connolly, Medical Officer, (signed) B. Banks , 

Moycullen Dispensary District, Moycullen. Secretary. 



— No. 4. — 

Protest from Pat Kyne , and other members of the Dispensary Committee, 
against the conduct of Dr. Connolly. 

We, the undersigned members of the Moycullen Dispensary Committee, 
individually and collectively utter our indignant protest against the conduct of 
Dr. Connollv, the medical officer ; and we hereby solemnly declare that we are 
determined to bring him to a strict account before the proper authorities for his 
base and unfounded assertion, uttered in our presence and in the presence of 

the 
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the Government Inspector, Dr. Brodie, viz., “That he was surrounded by a 
hostile committee and we further declare that u e will not receive any apology 
for language so base and untrue. 

(signed) Pat Kyne. 

JVilliam Madden. 

Timothy Kyne. 

John Madden. 

John Kyne , Chairman. 

Dated the 2nd day of October 1876. 



— No. 5. — 

Letter from the Chairman and other members of the Dispensary Committee to 
the Local Government Board. 

Gentlemen, Knockvanny, 4 October 1878. 

We are painfully necessitated to inform you that a brutal attack was made on 
the chairman of the Moycullen Dispensary Committee on the 2nd instant by 
the medical officer, Dr. Connolly, who, after stating in the presence of 
Dr. Brodie that he. Dr. Connolly, “ was surrounded by a hostile committee, 
did actually push himself against the chairman, saying, “ Are you going to strike 
me? if I had you out in' the yard!” and while using this language began hurriedly 
to search his pockets for some weapon to use on the chairman. 

We refrained from adverting to this circumstance in our protest forwarded to 
you on the 2nd instant, in order to give Dr. Brodie time lo give his opinion on 
the matter ; and we now most respectfully ask whether it is safe for the public, 
or for the poor, whose servant we presume the medical officer to be, to repose 
any confidence in a medical officer comporting himself after such a fashion and 
in the presence of the Local Government Inspector. 

We have, kc. 

(signed) John Kyne, Chairman. 

Timothy Kyne, Honorary Secretary. 

John Madden. 

IVilliam Madden. 

Patrick Kyne. 



— No. 6. — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to Mr. Kyne. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 

6 October 1876- 

THELocal Government Board for Ireland acknowledgethereceip^ofcom 

s sa «K3a*WBft 

to the complaints preferred against him by Patrick Barret . 

By Order of the Board. 

John Kyne, Esq., Knockvanny, (signed) B. 

Roscahill, Galway. 
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— No. 7. — 

Letter from Patrick Parrott to the Local Government Boird. 

Gentlemen Moycullen, October 1876. 

1 beg to direct your attention to my case, which i con si dr to be one of 
peculiar hardship, and prav for redress at y^ur hands. 

On the night of the 7th September last, my wife was dangerously ill m child 
labour; I had to call on the dispensary doctor to attend her, it being then about 
half-past 12 o’clock pjn. when I readied his residence, which is about oue Irish 
mile distance from where the patient was taken ill. 

Not finding him in his house, I and a friend who accompanied me, went in 
the direction his servant had 1 old us she believed him to be, and having found 
him, I asked him to conie and attend my wife ; he declined to come without a 
red ticket, I then went and got one from the relieving officer at his house at 20 
minutes past one o’clock a.m. ; and at two o’clock a.m. I gave the doctors 
housekeeper the ticket, and sent her into his room with it, and presently she 
came back to say he would follow me down instantly, and did not attend until 
after eight o’clock in the morning, when my wife was delivered of a still-born 
child. Appended is a copy of the charge I preferred against him before the dispen- 
sary committee ol management, but as they did not entertain the whole of the 
charge or hear it, and as my principal witness, who is a labourer in the employment 
of the publican, Mr. Geraghty, refused to give evidence, l appeal to you, gentle- 
men, to grant me an inquiry sworn on oath before your inspector in this and 
other cases dated hack to the 20th day of March 1875. L presume you have 
now before you a copy of the resolution of the Moycullen Dispensary Committee. 
The medical officer assigns as a reason for not attending, “ that I threatened to 
take his life as soon as I would get him out of his house and when asked why 
not go to attend in the day time, his reply was, “ he fell asleep and did not awake 
until then.” I also enclose copy of notice of meeting of committee. I consider 
by its being issued without the Local Government Board entertaining the modi- 
fied resolution of the committee’s last meeting, that mv chances of fair dealing 
at their hands are raiher slender, and I decline proceeding further in the 
matter until I am advised by you. 

I have, &c. 

The Local Government Board, (signed) Patrick Barrett. 

Dublin. 



Enclosure in No. 7. 



The Case of Patrick. Barrett of Ballynahalia. 

On the 7tli day of September 1876 my wife was dangerously ill in child labour, and 
Thomas Conneely and myself went for the dispensary doctor ; I knocked at his door, as I 
saw light in his room. His housekeeper opened the door ; I asked if the docter was in ; 
the servant went up stairs to his rooms, and on coming down she told me he was gone 
out ; she supposed he went to see his brother home by the 10 o’clock car from Moycullen. 
We walked up pretty fast to Moycullen, and on passing John Turner’s public-house we 
observed the doctor standing alone by the wall ; we passed him by and moved on towards 
John Geraghty. On turning round the doctor was moving towards home ; we followed 
him, and I asked him to come with me, as my wife was very ill in child labour. He asked 
me had l a ticket ; I said no, but if he would come with me I would give him the ticket 
on to-morrow, for I would procure him one. He then asked me had I one pound to give 
him as his “ fee I said No, nor a shilling ; he then said, “Goto the devil, or the poor-house.” 
I said I would not go to the poor-house at any rate. 

I then told Conneely to stand until I would ask him if I would go for the ticket would 
he he able to walk with me and attend, or would I have to go to Galway for a doctor in 
his stead. He gave me no answer. I then moved off from him. He then told Conneely 
to call me for one second, and he did so ; I then thought he was about coming with us ; 
I came as far as where he stood, when he turned round from me and * * * 

******* * 

I got 
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I got so excited at the position he put himself into as to almost lose control of my 
temper ; I was about to strike him whilst in that posture with my stick and fists, but on 
second thought I said I would follow the law upon him. 

I then told Conneely to come along with me to the relieving officer’s house ; we walked 
very fast, and on coming to the house we knocked at the door, and Mr. Griffin got out of 
bed and asked us what we wanted. Conneely said that Barrett’s wife (meaning me) was 
very ill, and that he wanted a ticket as the doctor refused to go to see her without one. 
He gave us the ticket at once ; and upon our leaving the house Conneely asked the hour 
of the night. Martin Griffin said it was 20 minutes past one in the morning. 

We then came back again to the doctor’s house and knocked at the back door; the 
keeper opened the door ; 1 then handed her the ticket, and told her to go up at once and 
to give it to the doctor, and to see if he was able to come with me ; but, I added, “ Pie is 
not able to come with me, he is drunk and is not able to come.” 

She did not wait to dress herself fully; she hurried up stairs with the ticket to him, and 
she came back to say he would follow me down instantly. Conneely and myself came 
home, and the doctor did not come until the following morning ; the people who were 
attending my wife said they thought it was after eight o’clock in the day ; he looked at 
her and then left the house. 

On going out of the house I said to him, “ Doctor, are you better after the night?” He 
replied, “ I was not sick at all.” I then asked him, “ Doctor, are you sober after the 
night?” To which he made no reply. I then said, “ You are in my hands yet, Doctor, 
and I will not part with you as easy aa you think ; my day is coming yet.” 

I then sent lor the priest, who was at the chapel at the time ; and, secondly, I sent for 
the doctor ; my messenger found him with his back against the wall of the constabulary 
barrack at Moycullen On coming the priest asked him did he consider the infant was 
alive, and he said it was. Through his assistance she was shortly afterwards delivered of 
a still-born child, a fact I attribute to the doctor’s neglect from drunkenness and other 
causes of bis. 

(signed) Pat Barrett. 



— No. 8. — 

Letter from Dr. Conolly to the Local Government Board- 

Gentlemen, Moycullen, 7 October 1876. 

I beg to say that Mrs. Barrett has sustained no injury from the few hours’ 
delay that intervened between the reception of ticket and my visit. When I 
paid my first visit in the morning, about 7 a.m., I found the following state of 
affairs : labour progressing slowly, the patient quite strong and the child dead. 

I cautiously tried forceps, hut failed to compress the head (the bones being pre- 
tern atu rally ossified). I gave an opiate and directed tiie attendants to send for 
me again in about two hours. On my second visit, two. hours subsequent to 
first, I again re-applied the forceps, but without success. X now told the husband 
the only course was craniotomy, to which he at once consented. 1 successfully 
operated, the woman calling on me a few days afterwards to thank me; when 
the forceps failed with the head low down in the pelvis, it is not likely that an 
earlier recourse to that instrument would be successful, when the head of course 
was high up. My servant did not give me the ticket till morning, because she 
heard Barrett say he would have my life ; being thus frightened at his threat, the 
ticket was not given to me till shortly before my first visit. That Barrett s threats 
in reference to me were well calculated to cause alarm to my housekeeper, 1 
beg to state that the complainant’s witness (Conneely) on being asked m the 
morning how Mrs. Barrett was, replied, “ If the doctor gees to Ballmahalla he 
will not return alive.” The following fact will also help to form an idea of 
Bari ett’s character: A few years ago a gentlemau’s windows were smashed at 
night ; the police on investigating ti.e outrage discovered a footprint ; they im- 
mediately proceeded to Barrett’s house to measure his shoe, this action on the 
part of the police showing plainly that they considered Barrett capable of such 
a dastardly act. A threat from such a person might justly excite terror 

In reference to the allegation that 1 was drunk, Barrett distinctly told the 
committee that 1 was perfectly sober; if 1 wa-e drunk he would not be likely 

to ask me to see his wife in labour. _ t 

When 1 refused to attend without a ticket or fee, Barrett adopted an insulting 
tone, stating I could not attend the patient at all ; I then, and it is with the 
235- ’ A 4 §iea C 
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greatest pain I have to confess it, and fov which I express ray sincere regret, so 
far forget myself as to use (lie opprobrious expression complained of. 

I remain, &c. 

The Local Government Board. (signed) James Conollt/. 



— No. 9. — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to Dr. Brodie, Inspector. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
gj r 13 October 1876. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland have directed to be transmitted to 
you the accompanying papers relating to complaints preferred against Dr. 
Connolly medical officer of the Moycullen Dispensary District of Galway Union ; 
and the Board request that you will be good enough to hold a sworn inquiry 
into these complaints and report to them thereon. 

By Order of the Board. 

Dr. Brodie, Inspector, (signed) B. Banks, 

Wicklow Hotel, Wicklow-street. Secretary. 



— No. 10. — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to Dr. Connolly . 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
gj r> 13 October 1876. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 7th instant, relating to complaints preferred against you as medical 
officer of the Moycullen Dispensary District by a man named Patrick Barrett; 
and the Board desire to inform you that they have instructed their inspector, Dr. 
Brodie, to hold an investigation on oath into the matter, and to report to them 
thereon. 

By Order of the Board. 

(signed) B. Banks, 

Dr. Connolly, Medical Officer, Secretary. 

Moycullen Dispensary District, Moycullen, 

County Galway. 



— No. 11. — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to the Honorary Secretary, 
Moycullen Dispensary District. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
gj r> 13 October 1876. 

With reference to a communication dated the 4th instant, signed by you and 
other members of the Committee of Management of the Moycullen Dispensary 
District, relative to the conduct of Dr. Connolly, medical officer, on a recent 
occasion, the Local Government Board for Ireland desire to state, for the infor- 
mation of the committee, that they have given directions to their inspector, Dr. 
Brodie, to hold a sworn investigation into the complaints preferred against 
Dr. Connolly, and report to them thereon. 

By Order of the Board. 

(signed) B. Banks, 

T. Kyne, Esq., Honorary Secretary, Secretary. 

Moycullen Dispensary District, Moycullen, 

County Galway. 
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— No. 12. — 



Letter from the Local Government Board to Patrick Barrett. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
gj f! 13 October 1876. 

With reference to your letter received on the 2nd instant, containing com- 
plaints against Dr. Connolly, medical officer of the Moycullen Dispensary 
District of Gal wav Union, the Local Government Board for Ire-land desire to 
inform you that they have instructed their inspector, Dr. Brodie, to hold a 
sworn investigation into the complaints, and to report to them on the subject. 

By Order of the Board, 

(signed) B. Banks , 

Mr. Patrick Barrett, Moycullen, Secretary. 

Galway. 



— No. 13.— 



Letter from Patrick Barrett to the -Local Government Board. 

Gentlemen, Ballynahalia, 14 October 1876. 

On yesterday I received your communication to me, dated 6th October 1876, 
in reference to my charge against the medical officer, Dr. Connolly, and I have 
to inform you that I consider the. publican, Mr. Geraghty, in whose house the 
post office is, has done me an injustice in withholding from me your favour of 
the above date until now. 

I look upon my position in this case all through as one of peculiar hardsmp, 
inasmuch as my poverty and want of means to sustain me through this case has 
been taken advantage of by the friends of the medical officer, and by none more 
conspicuously than Mr. John Geraghty, who is poor-rate collector as well us 
publican and postmaster. I may here observe that my chief witness m this 
ease is my brother-in-law, Thomas Conueely, who was with me on the night 
I went for Dr. Connolly to attend my wife ; he is employed by Mr. Geraghty, 
constantly, as day labourer ; any commands for me through the post office were 
either sent me, or reported of, through him for the last two years, 1 being a 
casual business customer of the house. , , , 

In this case the postmaster did not report the letter, though he could have 
done so as usual, but through prejudice allowed it to be sent hack again either 
to Galway or elsewhere, in course of time it was sent back again, and only 

then did he acknowledge it. . , . , 

Nor is this my only cause of complaint against Mr. Geraghty , g 
of dismissal out of his work, the witness, Thomas Conneely, refused to g 
evidence in my behalf before the committee of management heie, unless lotcea 

bv the authority of the law to do so. ■> 

All this I attribute to Mr. Geraghty’s evil influence, for it is in this house 
and in the company of this man, that the medical officer spends the greatei 
uortion of his time, and I believe of his money. . _ ,. 

1 As an instance of the perversity of Mr. Geraghty’s evil influence in shielding 
the medical officer’s failings, i.e., drunkenness, I would respectfully refer you to 
John A. Browne, Esq., of KircullenHot.se, in the case ot Kearns against Dr. 

*'« — - 

and Mr. Browne’s own ocular proof to the contrary m hve minutes 

’Tthink it very unfair to leave my case so long in suspense, or to allow Mr, 
Geraghty such time to prejudice my witness against me. 1 intend to lay^y 
235- B 
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ease -before the Postmaster General, with a view to bring Mr. Geraghty to 
account in this case. 

I have, &c. 

The Local Government Board. (signed) Patrick Barrett. 



— No. 14. — 

Report from Dr. Brodie to the Local Government Board. 

Gentlemen, Galway, 23 October 1876. 

1 have the honour to report, for your information, that an inquiry on oath 
was held by me on Thursday, the 19th instant, into the official conduct of 
Dr. Connolly, medical officer of the Moycullen Dispensary District, upon a charge 
of neglect of duty, drunkenness, and use of improper language towards the 
complainant, Patt Barrett. 

The Minutes of Evidence taken by me are forwarded herewith. 

The chief incidents in connexion with this case had been previously reported 
to tbe Local Government Board, and by them communicated to the Dispensary 
Committee, and the testimony of the several witnesses examined at the inquiry 
bore out one way or the other the allegations contained in Barrett’s charge, and 
the medical officer’s explanation. 

Patt Barrett, it would appear, went and acquainted Dr. Connolly, on the night 
of the 7th instant, with the fact that his wife was in labour and would require 
his attendance, stating, in reply to the doctor’s inquiry, that he had not a visiting 
ticket, and also that he had not a pound or a shilling, upon which the doctor 
told him to “ go to the devil or the poorhouse,” placed himself in the position 
described in Barrett’s letter, and made use of the filthy language that followed. 
Barrett having subsequently obtained a visiting ticket from the relieving officer, 
called at the hour of 2 o’clock a.m. at Dr. Connolly’s residence, and handed the 
ticket to the servant girl, desiring her to give it to her master, making at the 
same time this observation, “ He is not able to comp.” The servant, upon her 
return, informed Barrett that the doctor would follow him, but Barrett states 
that he did not arrive at the house until eight o’clock that morning ; while there, 
Barrett made use of more intemperate and offensive language towards Dr. Con- 
nolly, saying that he had been under the influence of drink when he met him 
in Moycullen. He, Barrett, came to the conclusion that the doctor was drunk, 
as, “ if he were not so he would not have insulted him.” 

Thomas Conneelly corroborated Barrett, so far as to the utterance of the inde- 
cent language, &.c. by Dr. Connolly, but would not take upon himself to say that 
the doctor was drunk, or that he was not perfectly sober when he met him in 
Moycullen. 

Doctor Connolly, in his letter of explanation to the Local Government Board, 
and on examination before me, admitted that when irritated and annoyed by 
the disrespectful manner and bearing of Barrett, he used the language attri- 
buted to him, for which he feels much regret. Pie swears that with all due 
haste he attended Mrs. Barrett in her confinement, and paid her all attention 
and care ; that there was no neglect on his part, and that in the exercise of his 
medical skill he had to use instruments in order to deliver the patient of a still- 
born child. He denied the charge of being under the influence of drink, or 
that his visits to Geraghty’s public-house were for such purposes. 

The evidence of the nurse who was in attendance, as well as of the patient 
herself, bears out Doctor Connolly’s denial of neglect of duty while she was 
under his care, and each of the witnesses speaks in high terms of the kindness 
and attention shown by the doctor on the occasion. 

Mrs. Barrett details the efforts made by Dr. Connolly to assist her during the 
ordeal, and the fears expressed by her the evening previous to his visit that the 
child was dead in her womb ; and I feel bound to say that nothing could be 
more creditable and praiseworthy than the straightforward ingenuous answering 
of this poor woman in the presence and hearing of her husband, the com- 
plainant. 

Catherine Joyce, the servant girl referred to, swears as to threats used by 
Barrett when he came with the ticket; that, “ he would have the doctor’s life,’ 

and 
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and the fears entertained by her that he would assault her master ; further, that 
the doctor was perfectly sober when going to bed that night on his return from 
Moycullen, as also when leaving the house next morning to visit the patient. 

The facts of the case having been now set forth, it is clear that the charge of 
neglect of duty has altogether failed, and that Dr. Connolly used all proper 
means to relieve his patient and save her life, and that he treated her with kind- 
ness and attention. Neither has the allegations of intemperance been sustained. 
As reo-ards the first part, of the complaint, it is admitted by Dr. Connolly that 
when°annoyed and provoked by Barrett he made use of the language referred 
to, for which he has expressed, as well he ought, much regret. _ No doubt 
Dr. Connolly might have been irritated by Barrett’s manner to him, but no 
provocation of the kind could have justified the act of Dr. Connolly or the ex- 
pressions used by him, language unworthy the lowest member of the community, 
much more so coming from one holding the position of Dr. Connolly. 

Patt Banett, when under examination, swore that none of the letters of com- 
plaint which had been forwarded to the Local Government Board are in his 
handwriting, but are in the handwiiting of one of the Kyne’s. It cannot be 
denied that the several members of that family are strongly opposed to Dr. 
Connolly. ( See Paper, No. 19,108/76 and 19,256.) 

It is to be hoped that fur the future Dr. Connolly will be more circumspect, 
and never allow his judgment or temper to be so far overcome, and that neither 
in his language or acts will he lay himself open to any such charge, so derogatory 
to the character of a medical practitioner and gentleman. 

I have, &c. 

The Local Government Board, Dublin. (signed) T. Brodie. 



Enclosure in No. 14. 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

Patt Barrett, being duly sworn, saith: — I reside at Ballinahalla, in the Moycullen 
Dispensary District, of which Dr. Connolly is the medical officer. On the 7th September 
last “ my wife was in labour.” I went about 12 o’clock at night to Dr. Cwmolly s house 
to ask him to visit my wife. I did not meet the doctor at his house, but shortly 
afterwards met him in the street, at Moycullen ; I asked him to attend my wife He in- 
quired if I had a visiting ticket ; I told him I had not, as 1 had not time to go look for one. 

He then asked me if I had a pound, to which I replied I had not, nor a shilling. He told 
me “ to go to the devil or the poorhouse.” The doctor then Mt me, and was proceed- 
ing towards his own house. I followed him, and asked him, If I got a ticket would he 
come to see my wife; he made no reply. I then told him that if he would not come I 
would go to Galway for a doctor. The doctor then . . . 

* ° * * X then went to the relieving officer s house and got a visiting 

ticket; Thomas Conneelly was with me all the time. I went with the ticket to the n J ark< “' 

doctor’s house ; saw the servant girl, gave the ticket to her to give to her master, and to 
brine me word “ was he able to come.” The girl went up-stairs I do not know what 
she 3id with the ticket. She brought me word that he would Mow me down t was 
Sen after two o’clock in the morning. I went home ; the doctor did not come until after 
eight o’clock a.m.; he remained a short tune, and went away without doing *nyttuiig. 

If ^ “I wdf or 8 “sIW ItorX “gilt” a He‘ rfphed, “VI was ntrtril" My reason for 

o a 

rote’s hoie to see if he would come with me, but if he came I would not allow hna to 

rfhf se^dSto my wife, I heard him tell the priest that - the 

° U I d toId a 'the Dispensary Committee that I did not see the doctor fall, or drunk. 

1 had not 3 a ny insulting language to the doctor when he expressed himself as I 

have stated. j o atl A mark) Barrett. 

The name Patt Barrett, to the several letters of complaint against Dr. Connolly is not 
in my handwriting ; the letters were written by Mr. Jvyne, theWary secretary. 



Sworn and acknowledged before me this 
19th October 1876, T. Brodie. 



235- 



Patt (his x mark) Barrett. 



Thomas 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




T2 CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO THE 

Thomas Conneely being duly sworn, saitli : — I reside at Ballinahalla. I was with 
Patt Barrett when he came for Dr. Connolly to visit his wife. After getting the visiting 
ticket from the relieving officer, we went to the doctor s house. Barrett gave the ticket 
to the servant girl, saying at the time that if he did right he would put the doctor from 
blackguarding tnd drinking. I went with Barrett to his house, and then went home. I 
did not hear Barrett hold out any threat to the doctor. , , . 

Before going to the relieving officer for the visiting frcket, I saw the doctor m Moy- 
cullen I cannot say he was drunk. Barrett asked him to visit his wife, who was in 
labour ; the doctor asked if he had a ticket, to which Barrett replied he had not, that he 
had not time to get one. but would get one in the morning. The doctor then asked 
Barrett “ if he had a pound Barrett replied he had not, nor a shilling, lhe doctor then 
told him to go to the workhouse. I heard the doctor make use of the offensive words 

^roanno/s^but the doctor was perfectly sober when I met him in Moycullen. I said 
on the occasion that the doctor would be able to walk to Clifden. 

I did not hear Barrett say to the doctor he was not able to go. 

Barrett’s sister is my mother-in-law. 

I am in employment of Mr. Geraghty ; he keeps a public-house ; I never saw the 
doctor drunk in Geraghty’s house. 



Sworn and acknowledged before me this 
19th October 1876, T. Brodie. 



Thomas (his x mark) Conneely . 



Penelope McDonagh, being duly sworn, saitb: — I act as nurse-tender. I was with 
Mrs. Barrett in her confinement. The doctor did everything in his power for the sick 
woman, and treated her kindly. She gave him ten thousand blessings. He was not 
drunk, but was sober. He delivered the woman with instruments. When leaving, alter 
his first visit, he gave some medicine to the patient. 

Sworn and acknowledged before me this Penelope (her x mark) McDonagh. 

19th October 1876, T. Brodie. 



Anne Barrett, being duly sworn, saith : — Patt Barrett, the complainant, is my 
husband. Dr. Connolly attended me in my confinement in the month ot September last. 
He paid me two visits on the same day. He treated me carefully and kindly. He made 
several attempts to deliver me before he bad recourse to the use of instruments, lie was 
sober. On the previous evening I expressed an opinion that the child was not alive. A 
few days after my confinement I called on the doctor to thank him for his care and 
attention. _ . . . . 

Dr. Connolly attended me in a previous confinement. He came without a visiting 
ticket or money. He saved my life on the occasion. 

Sworn and acknowledged before me this Anne (her x mark) Barrett. 

19th October 1876, T. Brodie. 



Catherine JoYCE,being duly sworn, saitb: — I am in the employment of Dr. Connol y. 
I recollect the morning Barrett and Conneely called at the doctor’s house. 1 opened the 
window and Barrett handed me a ticket. He swore that he would have the doctor s 
life. "When on my way up stairs to the doctor’s room I heard Barrett cursing and swear- 
ing. I was afraid to open the hall-door. I did not give the ticket to the doctor until six 
o’clock a.m. I was afraid they would injure him. Before the doctor left for Barrett s 
house to attend the Bick woman, Tom Conneely was passing by the doctor s house. 1 
called him in and asked, “ How was the sick woman; ” he replied, “ She is very ba 
and cannot be worse.” I told him that the doctor was going to her he then said, 
« Let him not go, for if he does he will never eat a bit of the world’s bread. 

I saw the doctor before he went to bed the night Barrett and Conneery came to the 
house. He was sober. I saw him before leaving for Barrett’s house ; at six o clock the 
next morning he was perfectly sober. _ , ... 

Conneely spoke to me in English, when he said, “ Let him not go, for ii he does ne will 
never eat a bit of the world’s bread.” 

Sworn before me this 19th October 1876, Catherine (her x mark) Joyce. 

T. Brodie. 



James Connolly, being duly sworn, saith: — I am Medical Officer, Moycullen 
Dispensary District, in the Galway Union. 

I admit haring used the offensive expressions sworn to by Barrett, but not until I had 
received great provocation ; he said that if I did not go it would be the last ticket I 
would ever attend : by this I believed he intended to attack me ; and I further believed 
that he was feeling in his pocket for a knife. I was perfectly sober on the occasion. My 
servant did not give me the visiting ticket for Barrett’s wife until between the hours of 

6 and 
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6 and 7 o’clock a.m. I paid two visits to the patient, and, on my second visit, delivered 
her by means of instruments of a dead child. 

I was never drunk in Geraghty’s house. Geraghty is the postmaster, and keeps a 
licensed public-house. I occasionally turn in there to get a glass of ale. 

Sworn before me this 19th October 1876, T. Brodie. James Connolly. 



— No. 15. — 



Letter from the Local Government Board to the Honorary Secretary of the 
Dispensary Committee. 



Local Government Board, Dublin, 

Sir, 2 November 1876. 

Referring to their letter of the 13th ultimo, relating to the charges preferred 
against Dr. Conolly, Medical Officer of the Moycullen Dispensary District of the 
Galway Union, by a man named Patrick Barrett, the Local Government Board 
for Ireland forward, for the information of the Committee of Management, the 
Minutes of Evidence taken by their inspector, Dr. Brodie, at the inquiry held 
by him on the 19th ultimo, into the charges in question, namely, neglect of duty, 
drunkenness, and using improper language. 

It would appear that on the night of the 7th ultimo, Patt Barrett acquainted 
Dr. Conolly that his wife was in labour, and would require his attendance, 
stating, in reply to the doctor’s inquiry, that he had not a visiting ticket, nor the 
means for paying for his (Dr. Conolly’s) attendance. Barrett then asked Dr. 
Conolly if he went for a ticket would he be able to walk, thereby, it is to be 
presumed, insinuating that Dr. Conolly was drunk, upon which the latter told 
Barrett to c ‘ go to the devil or the poorhouse,” and placed himself in the position 
described in Barrett’s letter of complaint (which has been already communicated 
to the Committee), and made use of the filthy language that followed. 

Barrett, having subsequently obtained a visiting ticket from the relieving 
officer, called at the hour of 2 o’clock a.m. at Dr. Conolly’s residence, and handed 
the ticket to the servant, desiring her to give it to her master, making at the 
same time the observation, “he is not able to come.” The servant, upon her 
return, informed Barrett that the doctor would follow him ; but Barrett states 
that he did not arrive at the house until 8 0 clock that morning. 

While there, Barrett appears to have made use of more intemperate and 
offensive language towards Dr. Conolly, saying that he was under the influence 
of drink when he met him in the town of Moycullen. 

Thomas Conneely corroborates Barrett so far as the utterance ot the indecent 
language, &c. by Dr. Conollv, but he declined to swear that the doctor was 
under the influence of drink when he met him in Moycullen. < 

Dr. Conolly in his evidence, while denying the charge of drunkenness, admits 
that when irritated and annoyed by the disrespectiul maimer and bearing of 
Barrett, lie used the language attributed to him ; be at the same time swears 
that with all due haste he attended Mrs. Barrett in her confinement, and paid 
her everv attention and care ; that there was no neglect on his part, and that in 
the exercise of his medical skill he had to use instruments in order to deliver the 



patient of a still-born child. 

The evidence of the nurse who was in attendance, as well as of the patient 
herself, bears out Dr. Conolly’s denial of neglect of duty while she was under his 
care, and each of the witnesses speaks in high terms of the kindness and attention 

shown by the doctor on the occasion. . . , . . , 

Mrs Barrett details the efforts made by Dr. Conolly to assist her during lie 
ordeal, and the fears expressed by her on the evening previous to Ins visit, that 
the child was dead in her womb ; and Dr. Brodie observes that nothing could be 
more creditable and praiseworthy than the straightforward ingenuous answering 
of this poor woman in the presence and hearing of her husband the complainant. 

Catherine Joyce, the servant of Dr. Conolly, deposes that Barrett threatened 
when he came With the ticket, that “ he would have the doctor s life; and she 
seems to have been under the apprehension that, he would assault her master. 
She further deposes that the doctor was perfectly sober when going to bed on the 
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night referred to by Barrett, as also when leaving the house next morning to 
visit the patient. 

Upon consideration of all the facts of the case as disclosed at the inquiry, the 
Local Government Board are of opinion that the charge of neglect of duty has 
not been sustained, but, on the contrary, from the evidence especially of the 
patient herself, it appears that Dr. Conolly treated her with kindness and 
attention. 

The Local Government Board have also to observe that the charge of intem- 
perance has not been supported by the evidence ; but Dr. Conolly admits that 
exasperated by the offensive manner, bearing and expressions of Barrett, he did 
use the language referred to, for which he expresses great regret. 

The law, no doubt, entitles the holder of a ticket to gratuitous relief, but it 
should be presented to the medical officer in a proper and becoming manner. 

Taking into consideration the successful issue of the case, and Dr. Conolly’s 
attention to the patient, the Local Government Board are disposed to adopt a 
lenient course in the present instance, but at the same time they caution 
Dr. Conolly for the future to be circumspect and prudent in the language which 
he may address to any member of the Committee of Management, or to any 
applicant for relief, and they trust that he will never again give utterance to 
expressions unbecoming his position as a member of an honourable profession. 

You will be good enough to preserve and return the Minutes of Evidence 
when no longer required by the Committee. 

By Order of the Board. 

(signed) W. D. Wodsworth, 

Assistant Secretary. 

To Mr. Timothy Ivyne, Honorary Secretary, 

Moy Cullen Dispensary Committee. 



— No. 16. — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to the Board of Guardians of 
Galway Union. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
Sir, 2 November 1876. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland have directed to be transmitted, for 
the information of the Board of Guardians of Galway Union, the accompanying 
copy of a letter which they have addressed to the Committee of Management of 
Moycullen Dispensary District, relating to the inquiry recently held by their 
inspector, Dr. Brodie, into certain charges preferred against Dr. Connolly, 
medical officer, by a man named Patt Barrett. 

By Order of the Board. 

(signed) W. D. Wodsworth , 

The Clerk, Galway Union. Assistant Secretary. 



— No. 17- — 

Letter from Captain Nolan, m.p., to the Local Government Board. 

39, Duke-street, St. James, London, 

Sir, 17 December 1877* 

I have received letters from ratepayers in the Moycullen Dispensary District 
(County of Galway), complaining that a sworn investigation ordered by the 
Local Government Board has never been held. 

I have received a copy of a letter signed by the Secretary of the Local Go- 
No. id , 469, 1876, vernment Board, and marked and dated, No. 30, Local Government Board, 
Galway Union. Dublin, 13th October 1876, which seems to distinctly order that an investigation 
into the truth of charges preferred by the chairman and other members of the 
Committee of Management of the Moycullen Dispensary District should be held 
by the Local Government Board inspector, and that a report should be made 
by him upon the subject of the investigation. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




MOYCULLEN DISPENSARY. 



15 



If this report has been made, I should feel much obliged if you would inform 
me that it has been rendered to you, and that, if possible, you would transmit to 
me a copy of the report ; if the investigation has not been held, and if no report 
has been made, I should feel much obliged if you would, by forwarding to me 
any documents you may have on the matter, enable me to satisfy several of the 
ratepayers of the Moycullen district, who are much interested in this question, 
and who have applied to me as their representative, to obtain information 
regarding it. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretary of the (signed) J. P. Nolan. 

Local Government Board, Ireland. 



— No. 18. — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to Captain Nolan. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
Sir, 21 December 1877. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 17th instant, relative to a complaint which has been made to you 
that a sworn investigation into the conduct of the medical officer of the Moy- 
cullen Dispensary District, which had been ordered by the Local Government 
Board, had not been held ; and in reply the Board desire to inform you that the 
subject of your letter having been referred to their inspector, Dr. Brodie, he 
states that he inquired fully into the complaint preferred, in the name of “ Bar- 
rett,*' against Dr. Connolly, for neglect of duty in not duly attending his, Bar- 
rett’s, wife in her confinement, and also into a charge of drunkenness preferred 
against Dr. Connolly. Dr. Brodie further states that as he was present at the 
meeting of the Dispensary Committee on the 2nd October 1876, when the 
angry altercation, to which it is presumed your letter had special reference, took 
place between Mr. Kyne, a member of the Committee, aud Dr. Connolly, and 
was an eye-witness to what occurred on the occasion, he had no hesitation in 
reporting to the Local Government Board that Mr. Kyne was equally excited 
as Dr. Connolly, and the latter having, at Dr. Brodies request, withdrawn the 
objectionable language made use of by him, the inspector deemed it unnecessary 
to inquire further into the matter. 

By Order of the Board. 

(signed) B. Banks , Secretary. 

To Captain J. P. Nolan, m.p., 

39, Duke-street, St. James’, London. 



— No. 19. — 

Letter from Mr. T. Kyne , Poor Law Guardian, to the Board of Guardians of 
Galway Union (forwarded to the Local Government Board). 

Gentlemen Knockranny, Moycullen, 22 March 1878. 

Seeing .a letter over the signature of “ James Connolly, Medical cer, oy- 
cullen Dispensary,” in last Saturday’s “ Galway Express, and as this letter 
formed part of the deliberations of your Board on 15th “slant I feel m justice 
to myself and in deference to those who were associated with me, to addreu 
the followin'’’ reply, for the information of the guardians, as well as for the 
consideration of the Local Government Board, for great.njU8t.ee must inevitably 
be done to society and to the sick poor so long as this paragon of piopnety is 
suffered to libel and trample on the Committee of Management, as well as his 
inexorable habit of insulting, by the use of the most obscene language, many of 
those who stand most in need of medical treatment. , 

This view of the question has drawn forth the following reply rather than a 
desire to refu°e Dr. Connolly’s erroneous statements, for we, as men know full 
tell that there are species of injustice so low in themselves as to excite no other 
feeling than that of contempt and disdain. Dr 
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Dr. Connolly asserts, “The party adjourned to an adjoining public-house, and 
formed a meeting.” Never before did man write more utterly false of his 
fellow-men than when the learned doctor states, “formed a meeting,” for the 
objectionable language and menacing demeanour of the medical officer in pre- 
sence of the Local Government Board Inspector, at a meeting held on 2nd October 
1876, annihilated our assembly as a Committee of Management. 

And as we got credit from the medical officer for visiting the temple of 
Bacchus, the following statement of John Kearns may not be out of place, par- 
ticularly’as it has been admitted by Dr. Connolly himself 

«< On yesterday"l saw Dr. Connolly going into Mr. Lydon’s, publican, and 
“ he drunk when going into it. I sent Thomas Kearns to watch him, who 
a told me to get him arrested because he was so drunk ; I told him not, but 
a that I would see an honest witness. I met John A. Browne, Esq., Kir- 
£ ‘ cullen House; I told Mr. Browne to come and see Dr. Connolly, who was 
« stretched on the barrels at Mr. Lydon’s, Dominick-street, in a state of 
“ drunkenness. Mr. Browne and John Geraghty saw him there stretched 
« without being able to speak, and Thomas Kearns wanting to put a sup of 
“ water into his mouth.— 21st February 1875 ” 

The above Kearns brought even more serious charges against Dr. Connolly, 
namely, unskilful treatment caused by drunkenness ; lingering in a public-house 
instead of attending when furnished with a ticket, and obscene language, the 
combination of these acts, the result of which has been the death of the man s 

About the same time I was reluctantly obliged myself to write the following 
letter to the Local Government Board : — 

“ On Friday, 12th instant, when passing through the village of Moycullen, on 
“ my way to Galway, when opposite the public-house of John Geraghty, Dr. Con- 
c< nolly, who was in the street, put himself in an insulting and menacing attitude, 

“ and' directed himself particularly to me in this way : He put his hands under 
« his throat, and put out his tongue as far as it could extend, his face full of con- 
“ tortious, and in that threatening attitude kept shaking his head towards me until 
“ I passed him. 1 got so shocked at such an exhibition that I could scarcely 
“ believe it, until I turned back with the view of calling for an explanation; 1 
“ saw the doctor along with others drinking at the bar. I thought it best, 
“ seeing the tone, temper, and occupation of Dr. Connolly, to avoid him ; but 
“ on the same day 1 am informed he went to attend a sick man and tumbled 
“ into his bed (I have it on reliable authority), and fell on the sick man. 
“ X respectfully call for a sworn investigation into this case as well as into all 
“ other matters connected with the Moycullen Dispensary. — 17th February 
“ 1875.” 

Dr. Connolly admitted the foregoing charges, and the Local Government 
Board, under date 4th March 1875, requested the Committee of Management 
to “ require and accept Dr. Connolly’s resignation.” At a subsequent meeting 
the Committee unanimously passed the following resolution : — 

“ That the Local Government be requested to permit Dr. Connolly to continue 
“ as medical officer, the Committee of Management undertaking individually to 
“ the Board that proper attendance and attention he paid to the sick, and that 
“ if the slightest repetition of the charges already made, or any want of attention 
“ on Dr. Connolly’s part occur, such shall at once be reported to the Local 
“ Government Board, and that the charges remain in suspense.” 

The wind up of a long letter from the Local Government, in answer to the 
resolution, runs thus : — “ It is hardly necessary for the Local Government 
“ Board to add that any further misconduct on the part of Dr. Connolly will 
“ be dealt with in the most summary manner.” 

From the foregoing resolution and admonition the guardians might naturally 
infer that Dr. Connolly should attend to his duties and behave himself; but no 
such thing, for in a comparatively short period of time after Pat Barrett, 
Ballinahalla, reported Dr. Connolly for drunkenness, neglect to attend for eight 
hours after receiving the ticket ; the consequence was the death of Barrett’s 
child, and obscene language when Barrett attempted to remonstrate with the 
medical officer. Dr. Connolly * * * * 

* # * 

There had been a one-sided investigation held in the case of Barrett, but the 
witnesses had been tampered with, and only latterly did it transpire that 

Dr. 
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Dr. Connolly bribed Barrett’s wife by giving her a sovereign and a quart of 
wine. I am not aware that the guardians ever heard so extraordinary a charge 
as this. A medical man recklessly treating a patient, the husband of that 
patient complaining of such treatment, and through bribery the wife to conceal 
the facts of the case in order to deceive the husband and frustrate the ends of 
justice, the Committee received the following on the subject : — 

“ To the Gentlemen of the Committee. 

“ Sirs, “ Ballinahallia, 2 October 1876. 

“ I hope you will give my husband Pat Barrett ho heed, nor no hearing to 
“ what he says concerning Dr. Connolly ; the kind gentleman saved me my 
“ life, which I feel very thankful to him, and he was four hours before he was 
“ wanted, and if ye don’t pardon him I will shorten my days.” 

Anne (her x mark) Barrett. 



Do the guardians imagine for a moment that Mrs. Barrett would shorten her 
days if l)r. Connolly had been removed, or would she have ever put her mark 
to such an assertion but for the undue influence of Dr. Connolly, her medical 
attendant, and other sinister motives. We, as dispassionate men of the world, 
never doubted for a moment but the husband was right, and we have been 
strengthened, nay fully convinced, in this opinion since the bribery came to 
light. 

Dr. Brodie in reporting of this investigation (if such it could be termed) states 
that lie “ inquired fully ; ” the Committee-repeat, through me, never was a more 
groundless assertion made, for Dr. Brodie refused a summons which Barrett 
required, therefore there had been none produced as witnesses hut the few that 
had been manipulated, and although all the corruption that had been resorted 
to on the occasion, the Board in Dublin warned Dr. Connolly, “ Never again to 
give utterance to expressions unbecoming his position as a member of an honour- 
able profession.” 

What shall the Local Government write of their officials when that body learns 
that Mrs. Barrett had been bribed. 

On that memorable 2nd October 1876, the Committee of Management met in 
the ordinary way ; from Dr. Connolly’s conduct on the occasion, which the 
following letter explains, the Committee since then never met, hence all the 
irregularities that have lately been placed before the public : — 

“The Local Government Board, Dublin. 

“Gentlemen, fe Knockranny, 4 October 1876. 

“ We are painfully necessitated to inform you that a brutal attack was made 
“ on the Chairman of the Moycullen Dispensary Committee on the 2nd instant 
“ bv the medical officer, Dr. Connolly, who, after stating in the presence of Dr. 
“ Brodie that he £ was surrounded by a hostile Committee,’ did actually push 
“ himself against the Chairman, saying, ‘Are you going to strike me ; ’ if 1 had 
“ gone out in the yard; and while using this language began to search his pockets 
“ for some weapon to use on the Chairman. 

“ We refrain from adverting to this circumstance in our protest forwarded to 
“ you on 2nd instant, in order to give Dr. Brodie time to give his opinion on the 
“ matter : and we now respectfully ask is it safe for the public or the poor, whose 
“ servant we presume the medical officer ro be, to place any confidence in a medical 
“ man comporting himself after such a fashion, and in the presence of the Local 
“ Government Inspector?” 

“ We have the honour to remain. Gentlemen, 

“ Your obedient Servants, 

(signed) “ John Kyne, Chairman. 

Ct Timothy Kyne, Honorary Secretary. 

“ John Madden. 

“ William Madden . 

“ Patrick Kyne." 



In answer to the above requisition the Local Government Board ordered their 
inspector to hold an investigation into the above complaint, but through the 
235. C machinations 
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machinations of that worthy official the investigation, which might prove fatal to 
the doctor, was not since held, anti consequently the committee did not meet. 
They knew full well that there was no ignorant or helpless woman to bribe, and 
consequently the only way to shield the doctor was to ignominiously set the 
committee aside. “ The inspector deemed it unnecessary to inquire further into 
the matter.” But the committee think otherwise, and feel morally bound, in the 
interest of the suffering poor, to adopt every legitimate means to resuscitate their 
position as representatives of the ratepayers as well as of the sick poor, a position 
they have been chased from by the reckless and unmeaning conduct of the medical 
officer, backed up by the untruthful reports of the Local Government Board 
inspector. 

We merely require our administrative functions, which as subjects and rate- 
payers we are legitimately entitled to, and which are exercised by similar bodies 
all over Ireland. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Timothy Kyne , p.l.g. 

P. — The foregoing was read at guardians’ meeting this day. — T. K. 



— No. 20.— 



Letter from the Local Government Board to Dr. Connolly. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
Sir, 26 March 1878. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland transmit to you herewith an extract 
from a letter forwarded to them by Mr. T. Kyne, Poor Law Guardian, which was 
submitted to the Board of Guardians of Galway Union at their meeting on the 
22nd instant ; and the Board request that you will have the goodness to furnish 
them with your observations on the very serious charge made therein, namely, 
that you bribed a woman named Barrett to give false evidence at the inquiry held 
by their inspector, Dr. Brodie, into certain charges preferred against you in the 
month of October 1876. 

By order of the Board. 

To Dr. Connolly, Medical Officer, (signed) B. Banks, 

Moycullen Dispensary District, Moycullen. Secretary. 



— N o. 2 1 . — 

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Galway 
Union, at a Meeting held on Friday the 22nd day of March 1878. 

Present : In the Chair, James Campbell , Esq. j.p., d.v.c. 

Other Guardians : — John Gill, James Davis, George Hill, M. Grealy. P, Kyne, 
M. McDonough, T. Kyne, M. O’Sullivan, L. L. Ferdinand, T. Heniran, and 
Thomas McDonough. 

Dr. Brodie, Local Government Inspector, was also present. 

The Clerk submitted a letter from Mr. Timothy Kyne having reference to the 
management of the Moycullen Dispensary District. 

When the document had been partly read, the presiding Chairman declined to 
hear any further portion of it, because of its offensive character, and it being a 
communication unfit to be read at any public board. 
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— No. 22. — 

Letter from Mr. Timothy Kyne, Poor Law Guardian, to the Local Government 

Board. 

Knockrannv, Moycullen, Galway, 
Gentlemen, 26 March 1878. 

In proof of my assertion, which has been forwarded to you on 22nd instant, 
subjoined is Anne Barrett’s attestation to the bribery, made this day in presence 
of two respectable ratepayers of the district : 

“ I acknowledge to have received from Dr. Connolly of Moycullen on the 
“ 31st day of October 1876, the sum of one pound sterling, which sum he told 
“ me not to divulge.” 

“ Anne (her * mark) Barrett. 

(Witness) “ Andrew O'Connor. 

“ Hugh Davoren. 

“ Dated, at Ballinahallia, this 26th day of March 1878.” 

I have merely to state to the Local Government that although all the in- 
genuity that has been resorted to in order to baffle us, such means cannot much 
longer exist, and that the Committee may soon be able to resume their ordinary 
duties. 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) Timothy Kyne , 

The Local Government. Poor Law Guardian. 



— No. 23. — 

Letter from Dr. Connolly to the Local Government Board. 

Gentlemen, Moycullen, Galway, 2 7 March 1878. 

In reply to your letter of the 26th instant, I beg to say that I neither bribed, 
nor caused to be bribed, Mrs. Barrett, nor any other person during the course 
of my life. The woman voluntarily came forward as a witness, and proved not 
unmindful of my professional services in her behalf. 

Neither by wine nor by gold was her evidence bought ; her testimony was the 
spontaneous offering of’ gratitude. 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) James Connolly , 

Medical Officer, Moycullen Dispensary. 

The Local Government Board, Ireland. 



— No. 24. — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to Mr. Kyne. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
gir 2 April 1878. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 26th ultimo, relative to your statement that Dr. Connolly, Medical 
Officer of the Moycullen Dispensary District of Galway Union, bribed a woman 
named Barrett, who was witness at the inquiry held m October 1876, into com- 
plaints of neglect of duty preferred against him ; and the Board forward here- 
with, for you? information, a copy of a letter which they have received from Dr. 
Connolly on the subject. „ y 0rder ^ ^ 

(signed) B. Banks, 

To Mr. Timothy Kyne, Poor Law Guardian, Secretary. 

Knockrannjr, Moycullen, Galway. 



235- 
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— No. 25. — 



Letter from the Local Government Board to Dr. Cmnolly. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
g; rj 2 April 1878. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland acknowledge the receipt of jour 
letter of the 2/th ultimo, relative to the charge made by Mr. Timothy Kyue, 
Poor Law Guardian of Galway Union, that you bribed a woman named Barrett, 
who uas a witness at the inquiry held by their inspector in October 1876, into 
complaints preferred against you of neglect of duty as medical officer of the 
Moycullen Dispensary District. 

■ By Order of the Board. 

(signed) B. Banks , 

To Dr. Connolly, Medical Officer, Secretary. 

Moycullen Dispensary District, Moycullen. 
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